
A HISTORICAL ATLAS OF TIBET:  
By Karl E. Ryavec - 216 p. 8 1/2 x 11 121 color plates, 36 halftones, 2 tables | May 2015  

 

Tibet’s first historical mention appears in Ptolemy’s Geography, under the name batai. Despite the incredible 
rise of Tibetan studies and interest in Tibet far beyond the academy, this is the first atlas to chronicle Tibet’s 
history in maps.  The atlas introduces readers to the history of Tibet and Tibetan culture, religion, and indige-
nous polities in relation to the surrounding civilizations of East, South, and Central Asia. It provides a compre-
hensive global picture of this history from pre-historical times to Tibet’s annexation into China in the 1950s, 
and then brings the work to the present, with maps that outline resources and the current population of Tibet. 
The atlas acknowledges Tibet’s own central position and perspective as a civilization in its own right, in all its 
historical geographical complexity. Maps focus on the evolution of polities from kingdoms and principalities to 
the kingdom of the Dalai Lamas, and also capture religious history through the mapping of the diffusion of 
Buddhist temples and monasteries over time. It features 49 original,  full color maps by the author—many of 
which will spread across two pages—as well as numerous smaller inset maps, text boxes, and photographs. 

This is an essential reference for anyone interested in the history and present of Tibet, from travelers to Buddhists to scholars working on 
the region or its religions.    

“This is, quite simply, an incredible advance for Tibetan studies and Asian studies in general. Nothing of the kind exists elsewhere—these 
easily readable, beautiful maps are a tremendous contribution, for their scope and ambition, and for the innovative approach their maker 
has taken with them, such as the fascinating incorporation of long-scale timeframes. The result is one of the most up-to-date overviews of 
Tibetan history, grounded by a deep familiarity with primary and secondary data and distilled into a gorgeous format.” —Gray Tuttle, 
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University  

Karl E. Ryavec is associate professor of world heritage at the University of California, Merced.   
 

*The first historic atlas of Tibet 

DRONES AND THE FUTURE OF ARMED CONFLICT: Ethical, Legal, and Strategic Implications 
By David Cortright, Rachel Fairhurst, and Kristen Wall - 288 p. 6 x 9 1 halftone, 2 tables | June 2015 

 

During the past decade, armed drones have entered the American military arsenal as a core tactic for countering terrorism. When coupled 
with access to reliable information, they make it possible to deploy lethal force accurately across borders while keeping one ’s own soldiers 
out of harm’s way. The potential to direct force with great precision also offers the possibility of reducing harm to civilians. At the same 
time, because drones eliminate some of the traditional constraints on the use of force—like the need to gain political support for full mo-
bilization—they lower the threshold for launching military strikes. The development of drone use capacity across dozens of countries 
increases the need for global standards on the use of these weapons to assure that their deployment is strategically wise and ethically and 
legally sound. 
 

Presenting a robust conversation among leading scholars in the areas of international legal standards, counterterrorism strategy, humani-
tarian law, and the ethics of force, Drones and the Future of Armed Conflict takes account of current American drone campaigns and the de-
veloping legal, ethical, and strategic implications of this new way of warfare. Among the contributions to this volume are a thorough ex-
amination of the American government’s legal justifications for the targeting of enemies using drones, an analysis of American drone 
campaigns’ notable successes and failures, and a discussion of the linked issues of human rights, freedom of information, and  government 
accountability.  

David Cortright is director of policy studies at the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the University of Notre Dame. He is 
the author of several books, including Ending Obama's War: Responsible Military Withdrawal from Afghanistan. Rachel Fairhurst and Kristen 
Wall are former research assistants at the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies at the University of Notre Dame.  

*Multi-disciplinary perspective that will attract readers interested in international law, human rights, military ethics, US military history, 
international relations, peace studies, security studies, and counterterrorism policy. 
*Uniquely broad-minded and careful discussion of complex ethical and strategic issues in responding to violent extremism. 

*Comprehensive and critical analysis of this new type of weaponry and its use in the controversial policy of targeted killing.  
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DISPATCHES FROM DYSTOPIA: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten 
By Kate Brown - 216 p. 6 x 9 20 halftones, 7 maps | April 2015  
 

“Why are Kazakhstan and Montana the same place?” asks the opening chapter of Kate Brown’s surprising and unusual journey into the 
histories of places on the margins, overlooked or erased. It turns out that a ruined mining town in Kazakhstan and Butte, Montana—
America’s largest environmental Superfund site—have much more in common than one would think thanks to similarities in climate, 
hucksterism, and the perseverance of their few hardy inhabitants. Taking readers to these and other unlikely locales,Dispatches from Dysto-
pia delves into the very human and sometimes very fraught ways we come to understand a particular place, its people, and its history. 

In Dispatches from Dystopia, Brown wanders the Chernobyl Zone of Alienation, first on the Internet and then in person, to figure out which 
version—the real or the virtual—was the actual forgery. She also takes us to the basement of a hotel in Seattle to examine the personal 
possessions left in storage by Japanese-Americans on their way to internment camps in 1942. In Uman, Ukraine, we hide with Brown in a 
tree in order to witness the male-only annual Rosh Hashanah celebration of Hasidic Jews. In the Russian southern Urals, she speaks with 
the citizens of the small city of Kyshtym, where invisible radioactive pollutants have mysteriously blighted lives. Finally, Brown returns 
home to Elgin, Illinois, in the midwestern industrial rust belt to investigate the rise of “rustalgia” and how her formative experiences have 
inspired her obsession with modernist wastelands.  

Dispatches from Dystopia powerfully and movingly narrates the histories of locales that have been silenced, broken, or contaminated. In tell-
ing these previously unknown stories, Brown examines the making and unmaking of place, and the lives of the people who remain in the 
fragile landscapes that are left behind.  

Kate Brown is professor of history at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. She is also the author of Biography of No 
Place:From Ethnic Borderland to Soviet Heartland and Plutopia: Nuclear Families, Atomic Cities, and the Great Soviet and American 
Plutonium Disasters. 

*Beautifully written, piercingly clear, and highly self-aware essays about how history gets made and told. 
*The heralded author of Plutopia and Biography of No Place turns her lens upon herself. 

PAYING WITH THEIR BODIES: American War and the Problem of the Disabled Veteran 
By John M. Kinder - 368 p. 6 x 9 41 halftones, 3 line drawings, 1 table | April 2015 

 

Christian Bagge, an Iraq War veteran, lost both his legs in a roadside bomb attack on his Humvee in 2006. 
Months after the accident, outfitted with sleek new prosthetic legs, he jogged alongside President Bush for a 
photo op at the White House. The photograph served many functions, one of them being to revive faith in an 
American martial ideal—that war could be fought without permanent casualties, and that innovative technol-
ogy could easily repair war’s damage. When Bagge was awarded his Purple Heart, however, military officials 
asked him to wear pants to the ceremony, saying that photos of the event should be “soft on the eyes.” Defi-
ant, Bagge wore shorts. 

America has grappled with the questions posed by injured veterans since its founding, and with particular 
force since the early twentieth century: What are the nation’s obligations to those who fight in its name? And 
when does war’s legacy of disability outweigh the nation’s interests at home and abroad? In Paying with Their 
Bodies, John M. Kinder traces the complicated, intertwined histories of war and disability in modern America. 
Focusing in particular on the decades surrounding World War I, he argues that disabled veterans have long 
been at the center of two competing visions of American war: one that highlights the relative safety of US 
military intervention overseas; the other indelibly associating American war with injury, mutilation, and suffer-
ing. Kinder brings disabled veterans to the center of the American war story and shows that when we do so, the history of American war 
over the last century begins to look very different. War can no longer be seen as a discrete experience, easily left behind; rather, its human 
legacies are felt for decades. 
The first book to examine the history of American warfare through the lens of its troubled legacy of injury and disability, Paying with Their 
Bodies will force us to think anew about war and its painful costs.  

John M. Kinder is assistant professor of American studies and history at Oklahoma State University.  

"For the wounded soldier, the shadow of war extends long after the shooting stops. By placing the disabled soldier at the center of the 
history of American warfare since the Civil War, John M. Kinder has provided a disturbing and important account of this country’s en-
gagement with war."—Jay Winter, Yale University  
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WESTERN FLYER: Steinbeck’s Boat, the Sea of Cortez, and the Saga of Pacific Fisheries 
By Kevin M. Bailey - 184 p. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 31 halftones | March 2015  
 

“From shrimp in the Sea of Cortez to sardines and Pacific Ocean perch on the West Coast, from salmon to king crab, 
the story of these fisheries is consistent with the spread of fisheries—and overfishing—in general, from coastal waters 
near major population centers to areas that are increasingly farther offshore, deeper, and more remote. Along with the 
effects this approach has had on marine life, The Western Flyer also illuminates the impact it has had on coastal communi-
ties. Bailey uses this boat to help people see how we have serially depleted one population of marine life after another, 
and how we have repeated the rationale justifying it all across time and place without learning from past experiences.”—
John Hocevar, Oceans Campaign Director, Greenpeace USA  

Kevin M. Bailey is the founding director of the Man & Sea Institute and affiliate professor at the University of Washington. He formerly 
was a senior scientist at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center and is also the author of Billion-Dollar Fish: The Untold Story of Alaska Pollock. 

TERRITORIES OF SCIENCE AND RELIGION 
By Peter Harrison - 320 p. 6 x 9 14 halftones | April 2015 

 

Peter Harrison sets out the history of “science” and “religion”—to see when and where they come into being and to 
trace their mutations over time—reveals how distinctively Western and modern they are. Only in the past few hundred 
years have religious beliefs and practices been bounded by a common notion and set apart from the secular. And the 
idea of the natural sciences as discrete activities conducted in isolation from religious and moral concerns is even more 
recent, dating from the nineteenth century. Putting the so-called opposition between religion and science into histori-
cal perspective, as Harrison does here for the first time, has profound implications for our understanding of the pre-
sent and future relations between them.  

Peter Harrison is professor of the history of science and an Australian Laureate Fellow at the University of Queen-
sland. He is the author of numerous books, including The Fall of Man and Foundations of Science, and is the coeditor, with 
Ronald L. Numbers and Michael H. Shank, of Wrestling with Nature: From Omens to Science, also published by the University of Chicago 
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FOUR LAST SONGS: Aging and Creativity in Verdi, Strauss, Messiaen, and Britten 
By Linda and Michael Hutcheon - 176 p. 6 x 9 1 halftone, 2 line drawings | May 2015 
 

Aging and creativity can seem a particularly fraught relationship for artists, who often face age-related difficulties as 
their audience’s expectations are at a peak. In Four Last Songs, Linda and Michael Hutcheon explore this issue via the late 
works of some of the world’s greatest composers: Giuseppe Verdi (1813–1901), Richard Strauss (1864–1949), Olivier 
Messiaen (1908–92), and Benjamin Britten (1913–76). Verdi’s Falstaff, his only comedic success, combated Richard 
Wagner’s influence by introducing young Italian composers to a new model of national music. Strauss, on the other 
hand, in Nazi Germany, composed the self-reflexive Capriccio, a “life review” of opera and his own legacy. Though it 
exhausted him physically and emotionally, Messiaen at the age of seventy-five finished his only opera, Saint François 

d’Assise, which marked the pinnacle of his career. Britten, meanwhile, suffering from heart problems, refused surgery until he had com-
pleted his masterpiece, Death in Venice. With its deft treatment of these composers’ final years and works, Four Last Songs provides a valu-
able look at the challenges—and opportunities—that present themselves as artists grow older.  

Linda Hutcheon is university professor emeritus of English and comparative literature at the University of Toronto and the author of 
many books on contemporary culture and theory. Michael Hutcheon is a pulmonologist and professor of medicine at the University of 
Toronto. Together they have written several books on opera and medical culture, most recently Opera: The Art of Dying.  

M
U

S
IC

 

PRESERVING THE SPELL: Basile’s “The Tale of Tales” and Its Afterlife in the Fairy-Tale Tradition 
By Armando Maggi - 448 p. 6 x 9 9 halftones | May2015 

 

Fairy tales are supposed to be magical, surprising, and exhilarating, an enchanting counterpoint to everyday life that nonetheless helps us 
understand and deal with the anxieties of that life. Today, however, fairy tales are far from marvelous—in the hands of Hollywood, they 
have been stripped of their power, offering little but formulaic narratives and tame surprises. If we want to rediscover the power of fairy 
tales—as Armando Maggi thinks we should—we need to discover a new mythic lens, a new way of approaching and understanding, and 
thus re-creating, the transformative potential of these stories. In Preserving the Spell, Maggi begins with the ur-text of European fairy tales, 
emphasizes the work of the Grimm Brothers, and then carries his story into the twentieth century, mounting a powerful argument for 
freeing fairy tales from their bland contemporary forms, and reinvigorating our belief that we still can find new, powerfully transformative 
ways of telling them.  
Armando Maggi is professor of romance languages and literatures and a member of the Committee on the History of Culture at the 
University of Chicago and the author of several books, including Satan’s Rhetoric and The Resurrection of the Body: Pier Paolo Pasolini from Sade 
to Saint Paul, both published by the University of Chicago Press.  
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THAT’S THE WAY IT IS: A History of Television News in America 
By Charles L. Ponce de Leon - 352 p. 6 x 9 15 halftones | May 2015 
 

When critics decry the current state of our public discourse, one reliably easy target is television news. It’s too  
dumbed-down, they say; it’s no longer news but entertainment, celebrity-obsessed and vapid. The critics may be right. 
But, as Charles L. Ponce de Leon explains in That’s the Way It Is, TV news has always walked a fine line between hard 
news and fluff. The  familiar story of decline fails to acknowledge real changes in the media and Americans’ news-
consuming habits, while also harking back to a golden age that, on closer examination, is revealed to be not so  golden 
after all. Ponce de Leon traces the entire history of televised news, from the household names of the late 1940s and 
early ’50s, like Eric Sevareid, Edward R. Murrow, and Walter Cronkite, through the rise of cable, the political power of 
Fox News, and the satirical punch of Colbert and Stewart. He shows us an industry forever in transition, where news-

magazines and celebrity profiles vie with political news and serious investigations. The need for ratings success—and the lighter, human 
interest stories that can help bring it—Ponce de Leon makes clear, has always sat uneasily alongside a real desire to report hard news. 
Highlighting the contradictions and paradoxes at the heart of TV news, and telling a story rich in familiar figures and fascinating anec-
dotes, That’s the Way It Is will be the definitive account of how television has showed us our history as it happens.  
 

Charles L. Ponce de Leon is associate professor of history and American Studies at California State University Long Beach.  
*Readers will get to relive great TV news moments—the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, the Challenger explosion, “Operation  
Iraqi Freedom,” 9/11 coverage, Abu Ghraib torture, and so on.   

THE MARVELOUS CLOUDS: Toward a Philosophy of Elemental Media 
By John Durham Peters - 416 p. 6 x 9 4 halftones, 3 line drawings, 1 table | June 2015 

 

In one sense, this book is a guide for the perplexed to the digital era, a book richly laced with insights into the great 
digital transformation.  But Peters explodes the scope and vision, arguing that nature itself—the ocean, the wind, our 
bodies, all of it—is essentially one big media system.  In this expanded sense, then, Peters seeks to re-lay the founda-
tions of the entire field of communication and media studies.  Communication here becomes an embodied, a natural 
process. Media enable grand visions of nature and culture.  Peters gives us a model of how to reunite rather than 
divide the human and the non-human parts of the world.  He roams from the deep seas of dolphins to the data-
driven campus of Google, spinning out and expanding the intellectual landscape of media theory by taking a main 
element and showing its mediated qualities:  the sea (in ch. 2), fire (in ch. 3), the sky (ch. 4), and then language—chs. 
5 and 6 on writing and on Google.  He wonders what it would be like to live in an ocean—a world without material 
manipulation, whereas the final chapter (on Google) activates old dreams of a book of life in which everything is documented, ending 
with thoughts on conscience and loss. But as long as we  have the clouds, Peters concludes, we have hope and love, and the faith to keep 
on fighting.  
 

John Durham Peters is the A. Craig Baird Professor of Communication Studies at the University of Iowa. He is the author of Speaking 
into the Air and Courting the Abyss, both also published by the University of Chicago Press. He lives in Iowa City.  
 

*There is an ecstatic impulse at work in this book, just as there is in Melville’s Moby-Dick, in which the author finds ways to glimpse, and 
help us glimpse, divinity. (But this unifying impulse is not theological or doctrinaire in any way.)  
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CONCEPTUALIZING CAPITALISM: Institutions, Evolution, Future 
By Geoffrey M. Hodgson - 456 p. 6 x 9 2 halftones, 5 tables | June 2015 
 

Capitalism is the dominant economic framework in modern history, but it’s unclear how it really works.  Relying on 
the free movement and spontaneous coordination of seemingly infinitesimal market forces, its very essence is re-
markably complex.  Geoffrey M. Hodgson offers a more precise conceptual framework, defines the concepts in-
volved, and illustrates that what is most important, and what has been most often overlooked, are institutions and 
contracts—the law.  Chapter by chapter, Hodgson focuses in on how capitalism works at its very core to develop his 
own definitive theory of capitalism.  By employing economic history and comparative analysis toward explanatory and 
analytical ends, Hodgson shows how capitalism is not an eternal or natural order, but indeed a relatively recent institu-
tion.  If anyone were qualified to venture such a comprehensive and definitive analysis of such an important eco-

nomic, legal, and social phenomenon, it is Geoffrey Hodgson.  Conceptualizing Capitalism will significantly alter and carry forward our un-
derstanding of markets and how they work.  
 

Geoffrey M. Hodgson is research professor at Hertfordshire Business School, University of Hertfordshire, England, and the author or 
coauthor of over a dozen books, including Darwin’s Conjecture and From Pleasure Machines to Moral Communities, both also published by the 
University of Chicago Press.  
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MAKING MARIE CURIE: Intellectual Property and Celebrity Culture in an Age of Information  
By Eva Hemmungs Wirtén - 248 p. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 4 halftones | March 2015  

 

Marie Curie represents modern science. Her considerable lifetime achievements—including being the first woman to 
win a Nobel Prize, the first person to win two Nobel Prizes, the only woman to win in two fields, and the only person 
to win in multiple sciences—are studied by schoolchildren across the globe. Making Marie Curie explores what went 
into making this icon of science. It is not a traditional biography, or one that seeks to uncover the “real” Marie Curie. 
Instead, Eva Hemmungs Wirtén draws readers through major events in Marie Curie’s life, tracing a career spanning 
two centuries and one World War, in order to paint a composite picture of her rising celebrity. In doing so, Hem-
mungs Wirtén provides an innovative and historically grounded account of how modern science emerges in tandem 
with celebrity culture, through the power of print and under the influence of intellectual property.  
 

Eva Hemmungs Wirtén is professor of mediated culture at Linköping University, Sweden. She is the author 
of Terms of Use: Negotiating the Jungle of the Intellectual Commons and No Trespassing: Authorship, Intellectual 
Property Rights, and the Boundaries of Globalization.  

*First metabiography of Marie Curie 
*Gripping account of episodes in Marie Curie’s life when issues that continue to define modern science—such as intellectual property, the 
press, celebrity culture, and the international management of information—became especially consequential 
*Incorporates fascinating but seldom used sources from the Curie archives, most notably correspondence with Missy Brown Meloney  

SHANGHAI NIGHTSCAPES: A Nocturnal Biography of a Global City 
By James Farrer and Andrew David Field - 280 p. 6 x 9 18 halftones | June 2015 

 

The pulsing beat of its nightlife has long drawn travelers to the streets of Shanghai, where the night scene is a crucial component of the 
city’s image as a global metropolis. In Shanghai Nightscapes, sociologist James Farrer and historian Andrew David Field examine the cosmo-
politan nightlife culture that first arose in Shanghai in the 1920s and that has been experiencing a revival since the 1980s. Drawing on over 
twenty years of fieldwork and hundreds of interviews, the authors spotlight a largely hidden world of nighttime pleasures—the dancing, 
drinking, and socializing going on in dance clubs and bars that have flourished in Shanghai over the last century. 
 

The book begins by examining the history of the jazz-age dance scenes that arose in the ballrooms and nightclubs of Shanghai’s foreign 
settlements. During its heyday in the 1930s, Shanghai was known worldwide for its jazz cabarets that fused Chinese and Western cultures. 
The 1990s have seen the proliferation of a drinking, music, and sexual culture collectively constructed to create new contact zones be-
tween the local and tourist populations. Today’s Shanghai night scenes are simultaneously spaces of inequality and friction, where men 
and women from many different walks of life compete for status and attention, and spaces of sociability, in which intercultural communi-
ties are formed. Shanghai Nightscapes highlights the continuities in the city’s nightlife across a turbulent century, as well as the importance of 
the multicultural agents of nightlife in shaping cosmopolitan urban culture in China’s greatest global city.  
 

James Farrer is professor of sociology and global studies at Sophia University, Tokyo, and author of Opening Up: Youth Sex Culture and 
Market Reform in Shanghai, also published by the University of Chicago Press. Andrew David Field is the author of Shanghai’s Dancing 
World: Cabaret Culture and Urban Politics, 1919–1954 and Mu Shiying: China’s Lost Modernist.  
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BIG JONES COOKBOOK: Recipes for Savoring the Heritage of Regional Southern Cooking 
By Paul Fehribach - 288 p. 6 x 9 36 line drawings | April 2015 

 

Paul Fehribach, arguably Chicago’s foremost localist chef, articulates the history, cultures, and processes that make his 
southern heritage restaurant, Big Jones, a critical and popular success. His menu depends on the availability, quality, 
and pedigree of specific ingredients and practices, and his attention to historical and culinary detail is evident in dishes 
like “Eugene’s Breakfast in Mobile, circa 1930” and “Reezy-Peezy, circa 1730.” Fehribach draws on his childhood in 
southern Indiana, as well as on his research, in laying out the many different cuisines of the south and their key tech-
niques--including breaking down an entire pig.  
 

Paul Fehribach is the coowner and executive chef of Big Jones, a nationally acclaimed restaurant in Chicago’s Ander-
sonville neighborhood. 

*A thorough tour of the seven regions of the South, from the Gulf Coast to Appalachia, with careful attention to how ingredients and 
recipes differ across them. 
*The first cookbook published by the University of Chicago Press in forty years and its first original one ever.  
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SIENA: City of Secrets 
By Jane Tylus - 256 p. 6 x 9 33 color plates, 3 halftones, 3 maps | May 2015 
 

“Siena is indeed a city of secrets; it’s always been too secretive for me, despite (or because of) its breathtakingly 
beautiful surfaces. Tylus manages wonderfully to unfold mysteries while keeping the secrets alive and alluring. The 
book is a marvelous mixture of erudition and personal reminiscence. Her literary and historical mastery is absolute, 
but she is also a delightful companion enabling us to travel the city as it exists now and the city with centuries of its 
history as though intact before our gaze. Read City of Secrets and see Siena through the eyes of a particularly gifted 
observer who is also a gifted writer.”—Leonard Barkan, Princeton University  
 

Jane Tylus is professor of Italian studies and comparative literature at New York University, where she is also fac-
ulty director of the Humanities Initiative. Her recent publications include Reclaiming Catherine of Siena: Literacy, 
Literature, and the Signs of Others, also published by the University of Chicago Press, and The Poetics of Masculin-
ity in Early Modern Italy, coedited with Gerry Milligan.  

*Best general overview of Siena in print, written with a novelist’s flair and a scholar’s eye for detail 
*Siena is in the running for “Cultural Capital of Europe” in 2019  
 

SEEING LIKE A ROVER: How Robots, Teams, and Images Craft Knowledge of Mars 
By Janet Vertesi - 304 p. 6 x 9 52 color plates, 29 halftones, 4 line drawings | April 2015 

 

In the years since the Mars Exploration Rover Spirit and Rover first began transmitting images from the surface of 
Mars, we have become familiar with the harsh, rocky, rusty-red Martian landscape. But those images are much less 
straightforward than they may seem to a layperson: each one is the result of a complicated set of decisions and 
processes involving the large team behind the Rovers. 
 

With Seeing Like a Rover, Janet Vertesi takes us behind the scenes to reveal the work that goes into creating our 
knowledge of Mars. Every photograph that the Rovers take, she shows, must be processed, manipulated, and in-
terpreted—and all that comes afterteam members negotiate with each other about what they should even be taking 
photographs of in the first place. Vertesi’s account of the inspiringly successful Rover project reveals science in 
action, a world where digital processing uncovers scientific truths, where images are used to craft consensus, and 
where team members develop an uncanny intimacy with the sensory apparatus of a robot that is millions of miles 
away. Ultimately, Vertesi shows, every image taken by the Mars Rovers is not merely a picture of Mars—it’s a por-
trait of the whole Rover team, as well.  

Janet Vertesi is assistant professor of sociology at Princeton University.  

*An unprecedented look behind the scenes at the most famous NASA mission ever flown 

*First sociological study of digital images in contemporary space exploration 
*Offers a new framework for analyzing images in scientific practice  

The University of Chicago Press 1427 E. 60th St., Chicago, IL 60637-2954, USA 
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/infoServices/foreignrights.html  

foreignrights@press.uchicago.edu  
  

SPRING 2015 FORTHCOMING HIGHLIGHTS 

PEOPLE AND PLACES OF THE WORLD 

T
R

A
V

E
L

, 
E

U
R

O
P

E
A

N
 H

IS
T

O
R

Y
 

S
C

IE
N

C
E

, S
O

C
IO

L
O

G
Y

 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 

SAY NO TO THE DEVIL: The Life and Musical Genius of Rev. Gary Davis 
By Ian Zack - 344 p. 6 x 9 30 halftones | April 2015 

 

Although the Reverend Gary Davis was one of the greatest blues and ragtime guitarists of the twentieth century, he 
has not yet received the widespread recognition that contemporaries such as Mississippi John Hurt and Robert John-
son have been able to attain. This is not to say that “the Rev,” as he was known, was underappreciated by the musi-
cians he influenced or taught. Bob Dylan called him “one of the wizards of modern music,” while his one-time stu-
dents, musicians Stefan Grossman and David Bromberg, are still teaching his musical techniques. Say No to the 
Devil brilliantly recounts the life and musical career of Reverend Gary Davis, from his harrowing beginnings as the 
blind son of sharecroppers, to his time as one of the virtuosos of the New York 1950s and ’60s folk scene. Davis 
possessed stunning guitar technique, and his incredibly versatile repertoire embraced blues, gospel, minstrel tunes, 
ragtime, bluegrass, and early jazz. Drawing on his conversations with figures from the Folk Revival in New York and 
Cambridge, Zack chronicles Davis’s entry into a circle of musicians that included Lead Belly, Woody Guthrie, 
Brownie McGhee and Sonny Terry, and Dave van Ronk.  

Ian Zack is a New York–based journalist whose work has appeared in the New York Times, Forbes, and Acoustic Guitar. He worked as a 
concert booker for one of the oldest folk venues in New York, the Good Coffeehouse, where he got to know some of Davis’s students.  
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INTERANIMATIONS: Receiving Modern German Philosophy 
By Robert B. Pippin - 272 p. 6 x 9 | July 2015 
 

In his latest project, Robert Pippin argues that work on historical figures should not be understood as a way of recording or explicating 
their views, but as a form of philosophy itself, treating the claims, properly understood in their historical context, as philosophy, to be 

evaluated as such. Such major positions, he argues, are the lingua franca of philosophy itself; we don't know what we 
are talking about without understanding these origins. In twelve chapters, Pippin considers a number of philosophers 
to explore the nature of philosophical inter-animation—to present and explore what he thinks of as excellent examples 
of fruitful, genuinely philosophical engagements with historical figures. In each case he expresses some disagreement, 
not in the manner of “correcting” “mistakes” in interpretation, but in a like-minded attempt to find what remains phi-
losophically valuable in the philosopher under question.  Perhaps most important of all, this book brings together 
thinkers from a variety of traditions—analytical, Aristotelian, continental, and postmodern—around Hegel and 
Nietzsche.  
 

Robert B. Pippin is the Evelyn Stefansson Nef Distinguished Service Professor in the John U. Nef Committee on 
Social Thought, the Department of Philosophy, and the College at the University of Chicago. He is the author of sev-
eral books, including After the Beautiful and  Nietzsche, Psychology, and First Philosophy, both also published by the University 
of Chicago Press.  

 

*Pippin at his best: Pippin is largely considered the most important interpreter of 19th-century German philosophy in the world, and here 
he is discussing philosophers at the heart of it: Hegel and Nietzsche. 

A SIGNIFICANT LIFE: Human Meaning in a Silent Universe 
By Todd May - 272 pages | April 2015 

 
 
May starts by looking at the fundamental fact that life unfolds over time, and as it does so, it begins to develop certain 
qualities, certain themes. Our lives can be marked by intensity, curiosity, perseverance, or many other qualities that 
become guiding narrative values. These values lend meanings to our lives that are distinct from—but also interact 
with—the universal values we are taught to cultivate, such as goodness or happiness. Offering a fascinating examina-
tion of a broad range of figures—from music icon Jimi Hendrix to civil rights leader Fannie Lou Hamer, from cyclist 
Lance Armstrong to The Portrait of a Lady’s Ralph Touchett to Claus von Stauffenberg, a German officer who tried to 
assassinate Hitler—May shows that narrative values offer a rich variety of criteria by which to assess a life, specific to 
each of us and yet widely available. They offer us a way of reading ourselves, who we are, and who we might like to 
be.   
 
Todd May is Class of 1941 Memorial Professor of the Humanities at Clemson University. He is the author of many 
books, including Friendship in an Age of Economics, Contemporary Movements and the Thought of Jacques Rancière, and Death.   

The University of Chicago Press 1427 E. 60th St., Chicago, IL 60637-2954, USA 
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/infoServices/foreignrights.html  
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THE WANDERING MIND: What the Brain Does When You’re Not Looking 
By Michael C. Corballis - 184 p. 6 x 9 1 halftone | April  2015 
 

If I’ve done my job well—and, let’s be honest, if I’m lucky—you’ll read to the end of this piece of copy. Most likely, 
however, you won’t. Somewhere in the middle of the next paragraph, your mind will wander off. Minds wander. 
That’s just how it is. That may be bad news for me, but is it bad news for people in general? Does the fact that as 
much as fifty percent of our waking hours find us failing to focus on the task at hand represent a problem? Michael 
Corballis doesn’t think so, and with The Wandering Mind, he shows us why, rehabilitating woolgathering and revealing 
its incredibly useful effects. Drawing on the latest research from cognitive science and evolutionary biology,  
Corballis shows us how mind-wandering not only frees us from moment-to-moment drudgery, but also from the 
limitations of our immediate selves. Mind-wandering strengthens our imagination, fueling the flights of invention, 
storytelling, and empathy that underlie our shared humanity; furthermore, he explains, our tendency to wander back 
and forth through the timeline of our lives is fundamental to our very sense of ourselves as coherent, continuing 

personalities. Full of unusual examples and surprising discoveries, The Wandering Mind mounts a vigorous defense of inattention—even as 
it never fails to hold the reader’s.  
 

Michael Corballis is professor emeritus of psychology at the University of Auckland, New Zealand, and the author of many books, in-
cluding A Very Short Tour of the Mind: 21 Short Walks around the Human Brain.  
 

*Integrates cutting edge neuroscience and psychology, and explores the evolutionary roots of wandering minds  
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THE COCKROACH PAPERS: A Compendium of History and Lore 
By Richard Schweid - 208 p. 5-1/2 x 8-1/2 21 halftones | June 2015 

Beginning with the Neapolitan saying, “Every cockroach is beautiful to its mother,” Schweid goes on to explain 
how cockroaches have been living on earth since long before humans, and continue to thrive—over five thou-
sand species of them—everywhere we live, and many places we don’t.  As Schweid writes in his new foreword, 
people always remember their encounters with cockroaches, so the bugs provide him with memorable stories 
about what scares us, what inspires us, what we’re willing to put up with, and what we need.   
Illustrated with photographs and drawings, enlivened with references from literature, interviews with extermina-
tors and biologists, and accounts from the author’s own travels, this witty and thoughtful compendium will tell 
you more than you want to know about cockroaches . . . and quite a bit about the human race as well.  
 

Richard Schweid is a journalist and documentarian living in Barcelona. He is the author of many books, includ-
ing Eel and Octopus, both published by Reaktion Books, and, most recently, Hereafter: Searching for   
Immortality.  

ELEPHANT DON: The Politics of a Pachyderm Posse 

By Caitlin O’Connell - 256 p. 6 x 9 44 halftones | April 2015 

Meet Greg. He’s a stocky guy with an outsized swagger. He’s been the intimidating yet sociable don of his 
posse of friends—including Abe, Keith, Mike, Kevin, Torn Trunk, and Willie. But one arid summer the tide 
begins to shift and the third-ranking Kevin starts to get ambitious, seeking a higher position within this social 
club. But this is no ordinary tale of gangland betrayal—Greg and his entourage are bull elephants in Etosha 
National Park, Namibia, where, for the last twenty-three years, Caitlin O’Connell has been a keen observer of 
their complicated friendships. 
 

In Elephant Don, O’Connell, one of the leading experts on elephant communication and social behavior, offers a 
rare inside look at the social world of African male elephants. Elephant Don tracks Greg and his group of bulls 
as O’Connell tries to understand the vicissitudes of male friendship, power struggles, and play. A frequently 
heart-wrenching portrayal of commitment, loyalty, and affection between individuals yearning for companion-
ship, it vividly captures an incredible repertoire of elephant behavior and communication.  Greg, O’Connell 
shows, is sometimes a tyrant and other times a benevolent dictator as he attempts to hold onto his position at 
the top. Though Elephant Don is Greg’s story, it is also the story of O’Connell and the challenges and triumphs 
of field research in environs more hospitable to lions and snakes than scientists.  
 

Caitlin O’Connell is a faculty member at Stanford University School of Medicine. She is the author of the acclaimed science memoir The 
Elephant’s Secret Sense, also published by the University of Chicago Press, and the subject of the award-winning Smithsonian documen-
tary Elephant King. Her work has been featured in the New York Times, Boston Globe, National Geographic, and Discover, among many others. 
She lives in San Diego.  

The University of Chicago Press 1427 E. 60th St., Chicago, IL 60637-2954, USA 
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/infoServices/foreignrights.html  

foreignrights@press.uchicago.edu  
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PLANT SENSING AND COMMUNICATION 
By Richard Karban - 240 p. 6 x 9 16 halftones, 9 line drawings, 6 tables | June 2015 
 

Research is showing that plants are in constant and lively discourse--they communicate, signaling to remote organs within an individual, 
eavesdropping on neighboring individuals, and exchanging information with other organisms ranging from other plants to microbes to 
animals.  Plants lack central nervous systems, and the mechanisms coordinating plant sensing, behavior, and communication are quite 
different from the systems that accomplish similar tasks in animals.  But they are no less impressive from an evolutionary perspec-
tive.  In Plant Communication, Karban puts an ear to the ground to reveal the world of plant communication and information sensing.   
He reveals their sensory capabilities, the learning capacity of plants, sensory signaling and communication, the different responses to polli-
nators and predators, and the mechanisms that undergird this impressive behavioral repertoire.  The book shows that plants are hardly 
the inanimate organisms limited by their stationary existence.  
 

Richard Karban is professor of entomology and a member of the Center for Population Biology at the University of California, Davis. 
He is coauthor of Induced Responses to Herbivory, also published by the University of Chicago Press, and How to Do Ecology:  
A Concise Handbook.  
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