
NOTHING: Three Inquiries in Buddhism 
By Marcus Boon, Eric Cazdyn, and Timothy Morton - 296 p. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 | October 2015 
Though contemporary European philosophy and critical theory have long had a robust engagement with Christianity, 
there has been no similar engagement with Buddhism—a surprising lack, given Buddhism’s global reach and obvious af-
finities with much of Continental philosophy. The three extended essays in this book provide a set of much-needed inquir-
ies into the connections between Buddhism and critical theory. Both Buddhism and critical theory struggle with the same 
contemporary forces, from ecological peril to psycho-social violence, and they both offer radically negative critiques of the 
present as well as utopian postures toward the future. Like other books in the innovative TRIOS series, this one offers 
readers ambitious essays produced through long-standing conversation among three challenging thinkers. The first essay, 
by Marcus Boon, explores the politics of sunyata or emptiness as they emerged from 1936 to 1976 in the wake moments 
of political crisis for both Buddhism and Marxism. Boon illuminates the role of Buddhism in the work of the French phi-

losopher Georges Bataille, the Buddhist politics of the Tibetan writer Gendun Chopel, and the “Buddhist anarchism” of Gary Snyder. Eric 
Cazdyn’s essay reveals a shared function between the Buddhist category of “enlightenment,” the Marxist category of “revolution,” and the 
psychoanalytic category of “cure.” The third essay in this trio, by Timothy Morton, explores a phenomenon he calls “Buddhaphobia,” a fear 
of Buddhism he attributes to modernity’s anxieties about nothingness. Morton argues that critical theory can speak to our dark ecological 
future only if it attends to current forms of economic and social nihilism—and challenge in which Buddhism can serve critical theory as an 
ally.  

Marcus Boon is professor of English at York University in Toronto. Eric Cazdyn is Distinguished Professor of Aesthetics and Politics at 
the University of Toronto. Timothy Morton is the Rita Shea Guffey Chair in English at Rice University in Houston, Texas.  

THE RESTLESS CLOCK: A History of the Centuries-Long Argument over What Makes Living Things Tick 
By Jessica Riskin - 544 p. 6 x 9 9 color plates, 51 halftones | December 2015 
Today, a scientific explanation is not meant to ascribe agency to natural phenomena: we would not say a rock falls be-
cause it seeks the center of the earth. Even for living things, in the natural sciences and often in the social sciences, the 
same is true. A modern botanist would not say that plants pursue sunlight. This has not always been the case, nor, per-
haps, was it inevitable. Since the seventeenth century, many thinkers have made agency, in various forms, central to 
science. The Restless Clock examines the history of this principle, banning agency, in the life sciences. It also tells the 
story of dissenters embracing the opposite principle: that agency is essential to nature. The story begins with the auto-
mata of early modern Europe, as models for the new science of living things, and traces questions of science and 
agency through Descartes, Leibniz, Lamarck, and Darwin, among many others. Mechanist science, Jessica Riskin 
shows, had an associated theology: the argument from design, which found evidence for a designer in the mechanisms 
of nature. Rejecting such appeals to a supernatural God, the dissenters sought to naturalize agency rather than outsourcing it to a “divine 
engineer.” Their model cast living things not as passive but as active, self-making machines. The conflict between passive- and active-
mechanist approaches maintains a subterranean activity in current science, shaping debates in fields such as evolutionary biology, cogni-
tive science, and artificial intelligence. This history promises not only to inform such debates, but also our sense of the possibilities for 
what it means to engage in science—and even what it means to be alive.  
Jessica Riskin is professor of history at Stanford University and author of Science in the Age of Sensibility: The Sentimental Empiricists of the 
French Enlightenment, also published by the University of Chicago Press.  

 

The University of Chicago Press 1427 E. 60th St., Chicago, IL 60637-2954, USA 
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/infoServices/foreignrights.html  

foreignrights@press.uchicago.edu  

FALL 2015   

AGENCY AND PRIVACY 

R
E

L
IG

IO
N

, 
P

H
IL

O
S

O
P

H
Y

 
S

C
IE

N
C

E
, H

IS
T

O
R

Y
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 

WINDOWS INTO THE SOUL: Surveillance and Society in an Age of High Technology 
By Gary T. Marx - 400 p. 6 x 9 15 halftones, 2 line drawings, 8 tables | December 2015 
 

We live in an age saturated with surveillance. Our personal and public lives are increasingly on display for governments, merchants, em-
ployers, hackers—and the merely curious—to see. In Windows Into the Soul, Gary T. Marx, a central figure in the rapidly expanding field of 
surveillance studies, argues that surveillance itself is neither good nor bad, but that context and comportment make it so. In this landmark 
book, Marx sums up a lifetime of work on issues of surveillance and social control by disentangling and parsing the empirical richness of 
watching and being watched. Using fictional narratives as well as the findings of social science, Marx draws on decades of studies of cov-
ert policing, computer profiling, location and work monitoring, drug testing, caller identification, and much more, Marx gives us a con-
ceptual language to understand the new realities and his work clearly emphasizes the paradoxes, trade-offs, and confusion enveloping the 
field. Windows Into the Soul shows how surveillance can penetrate our social and personal lives in profound, and sometimes harrowing, 
ways. Ultimately, Marx argues, recognizing complexity and asking the right questions is essential to bringing light and accountability to the 
darker, more iniquitous corners of our emerging surveillance society.  

Gary T. Marx is professor emeritus at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the author of Undercover: Police Surveillance in America. 
His writings have appeared in numerous publications, including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, and the New Repub-
lic.  
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RISKY MEDICINE: Our Quest to Cure Fear and Uncertainty 
By Robert Aronowitz - 288 p. 6 x 9 10 halftones | September 2015 

 
Will ever-more sensitive screening tests for cancer lead to longer, better lives?  Will anticipating and trying to prevent the future 
complications of chronic disease lead to better health?  Not always, says Robert Aronowitz in Risky Medicine. In fact, it often is 
hurting us. Exploring the transformation of health care over the last several decades that has led doctors to become more atten-
tive to treating risk rather than treating symptoms or curing disease, Aronowitz shows how many aspects of the health system 
and clinical practice are now aimed at risk reduction and risk control. He argues that this transformation has been driven in part 
by the pharmaceutical industry, which benefits by promoting its products to the larger percentage of the population at risk for a 
particular illness, rather than the smaller percentage who are actually affected by it. Meanwhile, for those suffering from chronic 
illness, the experience of risk and disease has been conflated by medical practitioners who focus on anticipatory treatment as 
much as if not more relieving suffering caused by disease. Drawing on such controversial examples as the HPV vaccines, cancer 

screening programs, and the cancer survivorship movement, Aronowitz argues that patients and their doctors have come to believe, perilously, 
that far too many medical interventions are worthwhile because they promise to control our fears and reduce uncertainty. Risky Medicine is a 
timely call for a skeptical response to medicine’s obsession with risk, as well as for higher standards of evidence for risk-reducing interventions 
and a rebalancing of health care to restore an emphasis on the actual curing of and caring for people suffering from disease.        

Robert Aronowitz is professor and chair of the history and sociology of science at the University of Pennsylvania; he earned his medical degree 
from Yale University. His books include Making Sense of Illness: Science, Society, and Disease and Unnatural History: Breast Cancer and American Society.  

BETTER BANKERS, BETTER BANKS:  Promoting Good Business through Contractual Commitment  
By Claire A. Hill and Richard W. Painter - 288 p. 6 x 9 | October 2015  

 
Taking risks is a valid part of the business banks do, but Claire Hill and Richard Painter, both prominent experts on banking law and be-
havior, point out that it’s not really clear where the line is between appropriate and irresponsible. Starting with an expertly curated collec-
tion of the most poignant examples of bankers gone wild, Restoring Responsibility in Banking presents an accessible history of banking in the 
past few decades and shows exactly how banks became such risk-takers—and how they started creating and investing in dangerously 
complex securities. Hill and Painter then delve into banker behavior, going beyond just a simple pursuit of money, and look into the cul-
ture, need for status, and other factors that contribute to how success is defined in banking. They show how the most effective solution is 
for banks to give individual employees more personal liability for the risks taken by the bank as a whole, and they step back and say that, 
actually, greed is not good, and there’s no reason the entire culture of an industry should ride on it.  Restoring Responsibility in Banking is a 
refreshing yet authoritative call for banks to return to the idea that theirs is a noble profession that serves society as well as themselves.  

Claire A. Hill is professor and the James L. Krusemark Chair in Law at the University of Minnesota Law School, where she is also direc-
tor of the Institute for Law and Rationality and associate director of the Institute for Law and Economics. Richard W. Painter is the S. 
Walter Richey Professor of Corporate Law at the University of Minnesota Law School. He is the author of several books, including, most 
recently, Getting the Government America Deserves and has served as Associate Counsel to the President in the White House Counsel’s office.  
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THE POLITICAL ORIGINS OF INEQUALITY: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All  
By Simon Reid-Henry - 208 p. 6 x 9 12 halftones | December 2015  
 

 

Inequality is the defining issue of our time. And it impacts people the world over, rich and poor, global north and south.  Development 
has failed; the western welfare state is in crisis. The challenge of inequality unites them both. It is a challenge that can only be met if we 
are prepared to pose “the social question” for our own global times. If the wealthy of this world presently enjoy many of the ir privileges 
at the cost of continuing poverty for others, and if the rich are no better served by this than the poor, the ways of wealth need revisit-
ing.  What if we set to managing inequality rather than managing those who suffer from it? What would that world look like? 
This is the question that drives this book. Learning how to resolve the problem of global inequality, as it manifests in rich and poor coun-
tries alike, and above all learning to see how the dynamics of inequality function between them, is not only imperative in and of itself. It is 
the drive of a great many other social challenges before us: be it climate change, food insecurity, economic instability, or even demo-
graphic challenges like migration and population growth. Each of these problems will resist even our best efforts to address them until we  
have inequality more firmly in hand. The problem is not that the world is falling apart. The world, we all can see, is colliding together. It is 
our capacity to act in concert that is falling apart. This book will help inspire a new global equality.  

Simon Reid-Henry is associate professor in the Department of Geography at Queen Mary University of London and a senior researcher 
at the Peace Research Institute Oslo. He is the author of The Cuban Cure: Reason and Resistance in Global Science, also published by the Uni-
versity of Chicago Press.  



EYE OF NEWT AND TOE OF FROG, ADDER’S FORK AND LIZARD’S LEG:  
The Lore and Mythology of Amphibians and Reptiles 
By Marty Crump - 304 p. 8 x 10 155 color plates, 1 table | November 2015  
 

Frogs are worshipped for bringing nourishing rains, but blamed for devastating floods. Turtles are admired for their 
wisdom and longevity, but ridiculed for their sluggish and cowardly behavior. Snakes are respected for their ability 
to heal and restore life, but despised as symbols of evil. Lizards are revered as beneficent guardian spirits, but feared 
as the Devil himself. In this ode to toads and snakes, newts and tuatara, crocodiles and tortoises, herpetologist and 
science writer Marty Crump explores folklore across the world and throughout time. From creation myths to trick-
ster tales; from associations with fertility and rebirth to fire and rain; and from the use of herps in folk medicines 
and magic, as food, pets, and gods, to their roles in literature, visual art, music, and dance, Crump reveals both our 

love and hatred of amphibians and reptiles—and their perceived power. Sumptuously illustrated, Eye of Newt and Toe of Frog, Adder’s Fork 
and Lizard’s Leg is a beautiful and enthralling brew of natural history and folklore, sobering science and humor, that leaves us with one 
irrefutable lesson: love herps. Warts, scales, and all.  

Marty Crump is currently an adjunct professor of biology at Utah State and Northern Arizona Universities; she has been a herpetologist 
for more than forty-five years. For at least that long, she has been intrigued with the folklore of amphibians and reptiles. She is the author 
of In Search of the Golden Frog, Headless Males Make Great Lovers, and Sexy Orchids Make Lousy Lovers, all published by the University of Chi-
cago Press, as well as the recent award-winning children’s book, The Mystery of Darwin’s Frog. She lives in Logan, UT.  

LIONS IN THE BALANCE: Man-Eaters, Manes, and Men with Guns 
By Craig Packer - 440 p. 6 x 9 29 halftones | September 2015 

 

The Serengeti is one of the world’s most renowned ecosystems, and at its apex prowls the Serengeti Lion. These 
majestic mammals are iconic, and integral, and also in constant danger from encroaching humans. Craig Packer is 
among the unique species that has spent a lifetime ensuring the study and perpetuity of these dark maned cats. He 
has dedicated countless research hours and dollars to the coexistence of humans and wildlife in the Serengeti. He 
has even proposed ways of using lion hunting to ensure their value, and hence their protection. Lions in the Bal-
ance takes us into the red-in-tooth-and-claw world of lion conservation.  It is an incredibly candid, entertaining, and 
at points alarming look at what the future of the Serengeti lions entails, and how the politics of conservation require 
survival strategies far more creative and powerful than what animals (humans included) on the savannas must pos-
sess. A sequel to Mr. Packer’s Into Africa, this diary based chronicle of the past decade draws readers along the dusty 
trails and into the spectacular sunsets of the Serengeti. Through his experiences we learn that female lions prefer their males’ manes dark 
and long, that lion attacks on humans most commonly occur during the full moon cycles, and that citizen science is shaping the world. 
Packer’s initiative, Snapshot Serengeti, has  helped engage people globally, and locally, and has identified thousands of images of the Ser-
engeti.  The narrative moves from Arusha to the Serengeti to Washington DC, and with some temporal hopping, as often the stories are 
as rich and multilayered as the Serengeti ecosystem. And Mr. Packer demonstrates that he himself possesses a bit of cat, having needed 
nearly nine lives to persist in the ever dynamic and vexed world of conservation in Africa.  Note: This description is completely differ-
ent from the one on the Press website. 

Craig Packer is professor of ecology, evolution, and behavior and director of the Lion Research Center at the University of Minnesota. 
He is the author of Into Africa, also published by the University of Chicago Press. He lives in Minneapolis, MN.  
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THE CORN WOLF 
By Michael Taussig - 216 p. 6 x 9 45 halftones, 16 line drawings | November 2015 
 

In the vein of his books The Nervous System and Walter Benjamin’s Grave, The Corn Wolf presents a collection of essays 
that capture Michael Taussig’s ongoing development/trajectory as a writer and his recent move toward storytel-
ling as theory. The thrust, in a nutshell, is to extend and develop the contrast between the “nervous system” style of 
writing, writing that arises from what Taussig calls the “bodily unconscious,” and what he now refers to as 
“agribusiness writing,” a type of writing that strips ethnography not only of its capacity to surprise but also to connect 
with another world. Taussig defends ethnography from agribusiness writing just as the corn wolf in Frazer’s Golden 
Bough inspirits and defends agricultural crops from the reapers. A crucial aspect of this analogy is that the corn ani-
mal occupies the field protecting it from disease and disaster, in short from profanation. Taussig calls this “apotropaic 

magic” as opposed to the “magic” that transforms crops (read “ethnography”) into mere food (read “scholarly article” or “theory”). His 
essays explore the idea of “occupation” in a variety of contexts and meanings such as Palestine and Wall Street.  
 

Michael Taussig is the Class of 1993 Professor of Anthropology at Columbia University. He is the author of many books, most recently 
Beauty and the Beast and I Swear I Saw This, both also published by the University of Chicago Press.   
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25 WOMEN: Essays on Their Art 
By Dave Hickey - 192 p. 26 color plates, 1 halftone | December 2015 
 

Newsweek calls him “exhilarating and deeply engaging.” Time Out New York calls him “smart, provocative, and a 
great writer.” Critic Peter Schjeldahl, meanwhile, simply calls him “My hero.” There’s no one in the art world 
quite like Dave Hickey—and a new book of his writing is an event. 25 Women will not disappoint. The book 
collects Hickey’s best and most important writing about female artists from the past twenty years. But this is 
far more than a compilation: Hickey has revised each essay, bringing them up to date and drawing out com-
mon themes. Written in Hickey’s trademark style—accessible, witty, and powerfully illuminating—25 
Women analyzes the work of Joan Mitchell, Bridget Riley, Fiona Rae, Lynda Benglis, Karen Carson, and many 
others. Hickey discusses their work as work, bringing politics and gender into the discussion only where it 
seems warranted by the art itself. The resulting book is not only a deep engagement with some of the most 
influential and innovative contemporary artists, but also a reflection on the life and role of the critic: the deci-

sions, judgments, politics, and ethics that critics negotiate throughout their careers in the art world. Always engaging, often controversial, 
and never dull, Dave Hickey is a writer who gets people excited—and talking—about art. 25 Women will thrill his many fans, and make him 
plenty of new ones.  

Dave Hickey is former executive editor of Art in America and the author of The Invisible Dragon: Essays on Beauty and Air Guitar. He has 
served as a contributing editor for the Village Voice and as the arts editor of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram.  

WILLEM DE KOONING NONSTOP:  Cherchez la femme  
By Rosalind E. Krauss - 176 p. 6 3/4 x 9-1/2 65 color plates, 8 halftones | December 2015  

 

In the early 1950s, Willem de Kooning’s Woman I and subsequent paintings established him as a leading member of 
the abstract expressionist movement. His wildly impacted brushstrokes and heavily encrusted surfaces baffled most 
critics, who saw de Kooning’s monstrous female image as violent, aggressive, and ultimately the product of a mi-
sogynistic mind. In the image-rich Willem de Kooning Nonstop, Rosalind E. Krauss counters this view with a radical 
rethinking of de Kooning’s bold canvases and reveals his true artistic practices.  
Krauss demonstrates that contrary to popular conceptions of de Kooning as an artist who painted chaotically only 
to end a piece abruptly, he was in fact constantly reworking the same subject based on a compositional template. 
This template informed all of his art and included a three-part vertical structure; the projection of his male point of 
view into the painting or sculpture; and the near-universal inclusion of the female form, which was paired with her 
re-doubled projection onto his work. Krauss identifies these elements throughout de Kooning’s oeuvre, even in his 
paintings of highways, boats, and landscapes: Woman is always there. A thought-provoking study by one of America’s greatest art crit-
ics, Willem de Kooning Nonstop revolutionizes our understanding of de Kooning and shows us what has always been hiding in plain sight in 
his work.  

Rosalind E. Krauss is University Professor at Columbia University, where she was previously the Meyer Schapiro Professor of Modern 
Art and Theory in the Department of Art History and Archaeology. She is the cofounder of October and has written many essays and 
books. She has also curated many exhibitions at leading museums.  
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IMAGE SCIENCE: Iconology, Visual Culture, and Media Aesthetics  
By W.J.T. Mitchell - 264 p. 6 x 9 24 halftones, 4 line drawings, 2 tables | November 2015  

 

Almost thirty years ago, W. J. T. Mitchell’s Iconology helped launch the interdisciplinary study of visual media, now a central 
feature of the modern humanities. Along with his subsequent Picture Theory and What Do Pictures Want?, Mitchell’s now-
classic work introduced such ideas as the pictorial turn, the image/picture distinction, the metapicture, and the biopicture. 

These key concepts imply an approach to images as true objects of investigation—an “image science.” Continuing with 
this influential line of thought, Image Science gathers Mitchell’s most recent essays on media aesthetics, visual culture, and 
artistic symbolism. The chapters delve into such topics as the physics and biology of images, digital photography and real-
ism, architecture and new media, and the occupation of space in contemporary popular uprisings. The book looks both 
backward at the emergence of iconology as a field and forward toward what might be possible if image science can indeed 
approach pictures the same way that empirical sciences approach natural phenomena. 

Essential for those involved with any aspect of visual media, Image Science is a brilliant call for a method of studying images that overcomes 
the “two-culture split” between the natural and human sciences.  

W. J. T. Mitchell is the Gaylord Donnelley Distinguished Service Professor of English and Art History at the University of Chicago and 
editor of Critical Inquiry.  



57 WAYS TO SCREW UP IN GRAD SCHOOL: Perverse Professional Lessons for Graduate Students   
By Kevin D. Haggerty and Aaron Doyle - 208 p. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 | August 2015  
 

Don’t think about why you’re applying. Select a topic for entirely strategic reasons. Choose the coolest supervisor. Write only to 
deadlines. Expect people to hold your hand. Become “that” student. When it comes to a masters or PhD program, most gradu-
ate students don’t set out to deliberately fail. Yet, of the nearly 500,000 people who start a graduate program each year, up to 
half will never complete their degree. Veteran graduate directors Kevin D. Haggerty and Aaron Doyle have set out to demystify 
the world of advanced education. Taking a wry, frank approach, they cover the common mistakes that can trip up a new gradu-
ate student and lay out practical advice about how to avoid the pitfalls. Along the way they relate stories from their decades of 

mentorship and even share some slip-ups from their own grad experiences. 57 Ways to Screw Up in Grad School allows you to 
learn from others’ mistakes without having to make them yourself.  

Kevin D. Haggerty is a Killam Research Laureate and professor of sociology and criminology at the University of Alberta. He is also editor of 
the Canadian Journal of Sociology. Haggerty’s most recent book is Transparent Lives. Aaron Doyle is associate professor in the Department of Sociol-
ogy and Anthropology at Carleton University. His most recent book is Eyes Everywhere.  

OFF TO COLLEGE: A Guide for Parents 
By Roger H. Martin - 240 p. 6 x 9 | August 2015 

 

Roger H. Martin, a twenty-year college president and former Harvard dean, spent a year visiting five very different colleges and universities 
across the United States—public and private, large and small, elite and non-elite—to get an insider’s view of modern college life. He observes an 
advising session as a student sorts out her schedule, unravels the mysteries of roommate assignments with a residence life director, and patrols 
campus with a safety officer on a rowdy Saturday night. He gets pointers in freshman English and tips on athletics and physical fitness from 
coaches. He talks with financial aid officers and health service providers. And he listens to the voices of the first–year students themselves. Mar-

tin packs Off to College with the insights and advice he gained and bolsters them with data from a wide variety of sources to deliver a unique and 
personal view of the current student experience. The first year is not just the beginning of a student’s college education but also the first big step 
in becoming an adult. Off to College will help parents understand what to expect whether they’re new to the college experience or reconciling mod-
ern campus life with memories of their own college days.  

Roger H. Martin served as president of Moravian College in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, Virginia. To-
day, he serves on the Board of Education in Mamaroneck, New York, and is president of Academic Collaborations, Inc., a higher education con-
sulting firm. In 2008, Martin spent a year experiencing life as a first-year student at St. John’s College in Annapolis, Maryland, which serves as the 
basis of his book Racing Odysseus: A College President Becomes a Freshman Again.  
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THE SECRET LIVES OF TEACHERS 
By Anonymous - 272 p. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 | August 2015 
The Secret Life of Teaching is almost a teacher memoir, but not quite.  For the last dozen years, “Mr. Dewey” has been teaching at 
an elite private school in New York City, “East Hudson,” where entrance for pre-kindergarten is more statistically challenging 
than any Ivy League college, and many of whose graduates in any given year will be admitted to each of the Ivies. This means 
that in a number of important respects, Mr. Dewey’s teaching situation is atypical. So what relevance does Mr. Dewey’s story 
hold for most high school teachers? First, Mr. Dewey’s experience offers a real-life, non-theoretical example of what does and 
doesn’t happen in a school where money is effectively no object. Second, we see that fallibility, conflict, and finite resources are 
universal conditions at all schools. So are wisdom, cooperation, and generosity, which can be found at even the most literally or 
figuratively impoverished ones. As anyone who has ever closed their classroom door and started teaching the day’s lesson 

knows, it is the secret life of a teacher.  

Anonymous is a high school history teacher in New York.   
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THE STONE SOUP EXPERIMENT:  Why Cultural Boundaries Persist  
By Deborah Downing Wilson - 176 p. 6 x 9 | October 2015  

The Stone Soup Experiment tells the often surprising story of a cultural simulation game the author entered into with a class of 
undergraduate psychology students in the spring of 2008. It was part of a participatory science investigation designed to shed 
light on the ways culture emerges in newly-forming groups and the ways common understandings are developed among po-
tential group members. Despite her knowledge from the relevant literature, the author was surprised by the strong emotional 
investments demonstrated by all of those involved, by the almost immediate formation of well-defined in-group vs. out-group 
boundaries, by the complexity and intensity of the negotiations that took place when these boundaries were breached, and by 
the sustained identification with the “natal” group long after the simulation phase of the investigation was over. As she says in 
her introduction, “I was completely unprepared for the stealing, cheating, lying, conspiracy, and betrayal that sent the project 
careening in entirely unexpected ways, and I certainly did not expect to be consumed by the group competition in a way that 
distorted my perspective and made impartial analyses impossible.”  If they learned nothing else, they are all now certain that they did indeed cre-
ate two distinct cultural groups, and that cultural boundaries are far easier to construct and fortify than they are to negotiate or tear down.  

Deborah Downing Wilson is an instructor in the department of communication at the University of Nevada, Reno.   
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT IN THE FIELD 
By Michael R. Canfield - 472 p. 6 x 9 108 color plates, 1 line drawing | October 2015 

Theodore Roosevelt first set foot into the field as a very young man, started a natural history museum at 8 years old, and rev-
eled in expeditions in the field throughout his life. His adventures defined him--his policies and his persona—and are won-
derfully chronicled in his journals and notebooks. TR’s constant quest and passion for the outdoors influenced his experi-
ences from the Spanish American War, to negotiations with Cuba, to hikes through Yellowstone with John Muir. Michael 
Canfield uses the notebooks to illuminate the force of nature in TR’s life.  He isolates the elements that drove Roosevelt-- his 
love of science and nature, his need to express manliness, his drive for empire—all of which share a common thru line, that 
of a propelling wish to act these out in the field.  The outdoors to Roosevelt was like a perfect field jacket, which had a spe-
cific purpose, and yet which he donned for many pursuits—hunting, fishing, hiking, natural history study.  This work invites 
readers to join TR on his adventures, with Canfield as a guide, and in the pages of his writings unearth a better understanding 
of what drove one of history’s most remarkable characters.  

Michael R. Canfield is the editor of Field Notes on Science and Nature, as well as the dean at Eliot House and a lecturer on organismic and evolu-
tionary biology, both at Harvard University. He lives in Cambridge, MA.  

OF BEARDS AND MEN: The Revealing History of Facial Hair 
By Christopher Oldstone-Moore - 352 p. 6 x 9 58 halftones | October 2015  
 

Faces are said to be an index of character, the most public part of us. Christopher Oldstone-Moore proposes that the 
history of men is literally written on their faces, and his book makes it easy to see how historical eras can be identified 
by facial hair—think of Hadrian’s Rome, or the kings and aristocrats of the high Middle Ages, or Tudor period “spade 
beards,” or the Victorian period in England (and also the U.S. at the same time—Walt Whitman sneered that “washes 
and razors for foo-foos . . . for me, freckles and a bristling beard”).  The result, here, is a consistently fascinating “male
-pattern history.” We are treated to a most sweeping history indeed, from the beards of Mesopotamia and Egypt to 
contemporary metrosexuals, Brooklyn-style hipsters, athletic teams (Red Sox, for sure, but also, this year, both Kansas 
City and San Francisco). Beard movements (instituted to combat what some men saw as a world of “woman-faced 
men”) alternate with shaven faces, notably the period ushered in by Alexander the Great or the medieval Church ideal 
of clean-shaven clergy. Is it a sign of loss of control over the self to be bearded (cf. Enlightenment views), or, contrar-

ily, is a huge beard a signal of authority, health, an ultimate symbol of masculinity (cf. Victorian presumptions). Nowadays, the fear of 
beards is receding, facial hair is taken to be a token of entrepreneurial daring, and beards are becoming acceptable in the board-
room. Want more signs? New York trendoids are paying $8000 and up for facial hair transplants (to fill out their patchy beards). Beards 
are back in business.  Christopher Oldstone-Moore is a senior lecturer in history at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio.  

ARENDT AND AMERICA 
By Richard H. King - 416 p. 6 x 9 | October 2015  
 

German political philosopher Hannah Arendt (1906–75) fled from the Nazis to New York in 1941, and during the next 
thirty years in America she penned her best-known and most influential works, such as The Human Condition, The Origins 
of Totalitarianism, and On Revolution. Yet, despite the fact that a substantial portion of her oeuvre was written in Amer-
ica—not Europe—no one has directly considered the influence of America on her thought—until now. In Arendt and 
America, historian Richard H. King argues that while all of Arendt’s work was haunted by her experience of totalitarian-
ism, it was only in her adopted homeland that she was able to formulate the idea of the  modern republic as an alterna-
tive to totalitarian rule. Situating Arendt within the context of US intellectual, political, and social history, King reveals 
how Arendt developed an extensive grasp of American constitutional history and how her idea of the American repub-
lic grew through her dialogue with the work of Alexis de Tocqueville. King also re-creates her intellectual exchanges 
with American friends and colleagues, such as Dwight Macdonald and Mary McCarthy, and shows how her lively corre-

spondence with sociologist David Riesman helped her understand modern American culture and society. In the last section of Arendt and 
America, King sets out the context in which the Eichmann controversy took place and follows the debate about “the banality of evil” that 
has continued ever since.  As King shows, Arendt’s work, regardless of focus, was shaped by postwar American thought, culture, and 
politics, including the Civil Rights Movement and the Cold War. For Arendt, the United States was much more than a refuge from Nazi 
Germany; it was a stimulus to rethink the political, ethical, and historical traditions of human culture. This authoritative combination of 
intellectual history and biography offers a unique approach for thinking about the influence of America on Arendt’s ideas and  also the 
effect of her ideas on American thought.  

Richard H. King is professor emeritus of US intellectual history at the University of Nottingham, UK. He is the editor of Obama and 
Race: History, Culture, Politics, coeditor of Hannah Arendt and the Uses of History: Imperialism, Race, Nation, Genocide, and the author of Race, Cul-
ture and the Intellectuals, 1940–1970, among other books.  
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INFORMATION NOW: A Graphic Guide to Student Research 
By Matt Upson, C. Michael Hall, and Kevin Cannon 128 p. 7 x 10 | October 2015 
 

Every day researchers face an onslaught of irrelevant, inaccurate, and sometimes insidious information. While new 
technologies provide powerful tools for accessing knowledge, not all information is created equal. Valuable infor-
mation may be tucked away on a shelf, buried on the hundredth page of search results, or hidden behind digital 
barriers. With so many obstacles to effective research, it is vital that higher education students master the art of 
inquiry. Information Now is an innovative approach to information literacy that will reinvent the way college students 
think about research. Students will learn how to evaluate information, to incorporate it into their existing knowledge 
base, to wield it effectively, and to understand the ethical issues surrounding its use. Written by two library profes-
sionals, it incorporates concepts and skills drawn from the Association of College and Research Libraries’ Information 
Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education and their Framework for Information Literacy for Higher Education.  

Matt Upson is assistant professor and director of library undergraduate services at Oklahoma State University. C. 
Michael Hall is a writer, cartoonist, and public speaker who advocates for comics and graphic novels in libraries and educational settings 
and creates visual aids for libraries. Kevin Cannon is the illustrator of numerous educational and fictional graphic texts, includ-
ing Understanding Rhetoric: A Graphic Guide to Writing and The Cartoon Introduction to Philosophy.  

HOUSTON, WE HAVE A NARRATIVE: Why Science Needs Story 
By Randy Olson - 256 p. 6 x 9 11 halftones, 9 line drawings | September 2015 

 

Ask a scientist about Hollywood, and you’ll probably get eye rolls. But ask someone in Hollywood about science, 
and they’ll see dollar signs: moviemakers know that science can be the source of great stories, with all the drama 
and action that blockbusters require. That’s a huge mistake, says Randy Olson: Hollywood has a lot to teach scien-
tists about how to tell a story—and, ultimately, how to do science better. With Houston, We Have a Narrative, he lays 
out a stunningly simple method for turning the dull into the dramatic. Drawing on his unique background, which 
saw him leave his job as a working scientist to launch a career as a filmmaker, Olson first diagnoses the problem: 
When scientists tell us about their work, they pile one moment and one detail atop another moment and another 
detail—a stultifying procession of “and, and, and.” What we need instead is an understanding of the basic elements 
of story, the narrative structures that our brains are all but hardwired to look for—which Olson boils down, bril-
liantly, to “And, But, Therefore,” or ABT. At a stroke, the ABT approach introduces momentum (“And”), conflict 
(“But”), and resolution (“Therefore”)—the fundamental building blocks of story. As Olson has shown by leading countless workshops 
worldwide, when scientists’ eyes are opened to ABT, the effect is staggering: suddenly, they’re not just talking about their work—
they’re telling stories about it. And audiences are captivated. 

Randy Olson was a tenured professor of marine biology at the University of New Hampshire before moving to Hollywood and entering 
film school at the University of Southern California. He has written and directed a number of films, including the acclaimed Flock of Do-
dos and he is the author of numerous successful books, including Don’t Be Such A Scientist.   
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LIFE ATOMIC: A History of Radioisotopes in Science and Medicine 
By Angela N. H. Creager – 512 p. 6 x 9 33 halftones, 18 line drawings | October 2015 
 

After World War II, the US Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) began mass-producing radioisotopes, sending out 
nearly 64,000 shipments of radioactive materials to scientists and physicians by 1955. Even as the atomic bomb 
became the focus of Cold War anxiety, radioisotopes represented the government’s efforts to harness the power of 
the atom for peace—advancing medicine, domestic energy, and foreign relations. In Life Atomic, Angela N. H. Cre-
ager tells the story of how these radioisotopes, which were simultaneously scientific tools and political icons, trans-
formed biomedicine and ecology. Government-produced radioisotopes provided physicians with new tools for 
diagnosis and therapy, specifically cancer therapy, and enabled biologists to trace molecular transformations. Yet 
the government’s attempt to present radioisotopes as marvelous dividends of the atomic age was undercut in the  
1950s by fallout debates, as scientists and citizens recognized the hazards of low-level radiation. “A striking portrait 
of the emergence of Cold War science. The book contributes to a growing historical literature that has begun to 
reconfigure our understanding of the period and its enduring legacies. . . . Creager’s deft attention to the ironies 

that have accompanied efforts to harness the atom is history of science at its best: a crystal clear portrait of just how untidy the impacts of 
science can be.”—Science 

Angela N. H. Creager is the Philip and Beulah Rollins Professor of History at Princeton University. She is the author of The Life of a 
Virus and coeditor of Feminism in Twentieth-Century Science, Technology, and Medicine, both published by the University of Chicago Press. She 
lives in Princeton, NJ. 



BECOMING A MARIHUANA USER 
By Howard S. Becker - 88 p. 4 x 6 6 halftones | July 2015  

 

OG Kush. Sour Diesel. Wax, shatter, and vapes. Marijuana has come a long way since its seedy days in the back parking lots of 
our culture. So has Howard S. Becker, the eminent sociologist, jazz musician, expert on “deviant” culture, and founding 
NORML board member. His reputation as a maverick was firmly established more than 60 years ago when he published, in The 
American Journal of Sociology, “Becoming a Marihuana User.” He gets fan mail about this piece even now, six decades later. 
Today it’s clear—marijuana isn’t just an established commodity, it’s an entire culture. It’s not a blight on culture, but a culture 
itself—in fact, you’ll see in this book the first use of the term “users,” rather than “abusers” or “addicts.” Come along on this 
short little study—now a famous timestamp in weed studies—and you will be astonished at how relevant it is to us today. 
Becker looks at marijuana with a clear sociological lens—as a substance that some people enjoy, and that some others have 
decided none of us should. What he discovers will bother some, especially those who proselytize the irrefutably stunning effects of the latest 
strain: chemistry isn’t everything—the important thing about pot is how we interact with it. We learn to be high. We learn to like it. And from 
there, we teach others, passing the pipe in a circle that begins to resemble a bona fide community, defined by shared norms, values, and defini-
tions just like any other community. 

Howard S. Becker is the author of several books, including Writing for Social Scientists, Telling About Society, Tricks of the Trade, and, most re-
cently, What About Mozart? What About Murder?. He currently lives and works in San Francisco.  
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NO WAY OUT: Precarious Living in the Shadow of  Poverty and Drug Dealing  
By Waverly Duck - 192 p. 6 x 9 | September 2015  
 

Given the way news is reported these days, the image of the inner city many of have is that of drug-infested ghetto plagued 
with crack houses and roaming addicts. Waverly Duck is here to tell a different story and give us a new image of the inner 
city. Duck shows us the kind of social order and morality that holds sway on Lyford Street, and that enables people to sur-
vive. He introduces a cast of characters in Bristol Hill, his city’s pseudonym, highlighting the viewpoints of these residents and 
their codes of interaction with each other. That code ensures a daily life lived in relative safety, despite risks from the embed-
ded drug trade (and Duck also shows us the particular pathway by which young men become drug dealers). Duck himself grew 
up in poverty (in Detroit), and his own life story contrasts rather dramatically with that of Alice Goffman, the well-heeled 
young white woman whose account of drug dealers on the run from police created a sensation, and with that of Scott Jacques, 

the coauthor of our forthcoming book on drug-dealing in the suburbs (in an all-white milieu).  

“Remarkably original. No Way Out is deeply infused with knowledge of the ethnographic literature that has identified today’s still acute policy 
issues in poor, urban, mostly black—and often crime ridden—communities. To read this book is to be assaulted by the realities of Bristol Hill—
and other places like it—and to become aware of the fine lines binding the heroic to the tragic in the lives of its people. No Way Out does what 
few other books of its kind do. It makes multiple contributions to the scholarship, while telling the stories of Bristol Hill in a way that is plain for 
anyone to understand.”—Charles Lemert, senior fellow, Urban Ethnography Project, Yale University  

Waverly Duck is assistant professor of sociology at the University of Pittsburgh.  
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PLAYERS AND PAWNS: How Chess Builds Community and Culture 
By Gary Alan Fine 288 p. 6 x 9 4 halftones | August 2015 
 

A chess match seems about as solitary an endeavor as there is in sports: two minds, on their own, in fierce opposition. But is 
this the case? Inevitably these two minds are in dialogue, and perhaps might be better understood as partners in play. And sur-
rounding that one-on-one contest is a community life that can be as dramatic and intense as the across-the-board confrontation. 
Gary Alan Fine has spent years immersed in several communities of amateur and professional chess players—children and 

adults—and in Players and Pawns he takes readers deep inside these worlds, revealing a complex, brilliant, feisty world of commit-
ment and conflict. Within these communities, chess players find both support and challenges, all amid a shared interest in and 
love of the long-standing traditions of the game, traditions that help chess players build a communal identity. Full of idiosyn-

cratic characters and dramatic gameplay, Players and Pawns is a richly analytical celebration of the ever-fascinating world of competitive chess.  
Gary Alan Fine is professor of sociology at Northwestern University and the author of numerous books.  
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MUSIC AND CAPITALISM: A History of the Present 
By Timothy D. Taylor - 240 p. 6 x 9 11 halftones, 1 line drawing, 3 tables | December 2015 

 

iTunes. Spotify. Pandora. With these brief words one can map the landscape of music today, but these aren’t musicians, songs, or anything else 
actually musical—they are products and brands. In this book, Timothy D. Taylor explores just how pervasively capitalism has shaped music over 
the last few decades. Examining changes in the production, distribution, and consumption of music, he offers an incisive critique of the music 
industry’s shift in focus from creativity to profits, as well as stories of those who are laboring to find and make musical meaning in the shadows 
of the mainstream cultural industries. “A compelling analysis of capitalism as a force that saturates the capillaries of culture everywhere. Taylor 
has done much to clarify what is at stake, for the music industry and the people who make it up. His book offers a felicitous mixture of historical 
accounts, ethnographic evidence, and theoretical concepts that fill a large gap in the understanding of music and its relationship to capital.”—
Jairo Moreno, University of Pennsylvania  

Timothy D. Taylor is professor in the Department of Ethnomusicology and Musicology at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is the 
author of several books, most recently The Sounds of Capitalism, also published by the University of Chicago Press.  
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